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The Saint Mark family is a vibrant, Christ-centered parish, made up of many faithful Or-
thodox Christians. Our purpose is worship and ministries are provided to allow us to grow 
closer to Christ and His Church. We give thanks to God that we are continuing to grow as 
a parish and many faithful find their spiritual home at Saint Mark. Now that we have com-
pleted phase 1 and 2 of our Church (consecrate the sanctuary, and burn our mortgage), we 
direct our attention to our Fellowship Hall and Classrooms...

Growth & Planning Committee Hard at Work

T he Junior Orthodox 
Youth Group (chil-
dren in 1st through 

5th grades) is already off to 
a wonderful start. We be-
gan with our parish picnic 
and then a bowling party at 
Strikes, with over 36 young people in attendance to “kick off” the new ecclesiastical year. 
We will remain busy this year learning about our faith while getting to know other chil-
dren in our church community. The JOY ministry offers a variety of events throughout 
the year to ensure that our children are well educated about Orthodoxy. These events 
consist of spiritual retreats that are offered bi-monthly, which are lead by our clergy and 
consist of spiritual lessons, games and crafts. In addition, we offer family outings such 
as bowling, mini golf, ice skating, and much more. This truly gives the children, as well 
as their parents, the opportunity to get to know other church families. If you have not 
registered your child for JOY yet, please stop by the church office to do so. It is never 
too late to join.

A JOYous Beginning to the New Year

Stewardship
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JOY -  Angela Mitchell

Continued on Page 6
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Sunday

COMPLIMENTARY 
BRUNCH TO 
FOLLOW LITURGY

MORE INFORMATION
TO BE MAILED SOON



“L e a v i n g  S t u f f  B e h i n d”
Rev. Fr. Mark Leondis

The Message is an in-print outreach to 
the Orthodox Christian community of 
Boca Raton and the greater South Flor-
ida region. This publication aims to in-
form, edify, and serve as a witness to 
its readers of the Truth of Jesus Christ 
as confirmed in the Holy Gospel. 
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Barbara Tasiounes, Stella Pores

Welcome: Elaine Zographus

Candles: Peter Zivanovich
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The Message: Fr. Steven Klund

Saint Mark 
Greek Orthodox Church
2 1 0 0  NW 51st Street 
Boca Raton, FL 33431 My Dear Faithful,

This past week the Orthodox Church canonized two new American Saints in the Serbian Orthodox 
Church: Bishop Mardarije and Father Sebastian.  Our very own Archbishop Demetrios who was pres-
ent, wrote about Saint Sebastian, “Our time needs people of complete dedication to God, of passion 
for the promotion for His holy Gospel, and for a heart that is beating with unlimited love and care 
for the people . . . We desperately need the saints of the kind of St. Sebastian.”

When one thinks of the tremendous sacrifices that these two holy apostles made, and the many sor-
rows that they endured, one is especially gratified that they are now universally recognized as being 
among the Church’s luminaries.

Archbishop Benjamin of the OCA told a beautiful story that I would like to share with you. 

“I will tell you a story about a funeral. There was a woman I knew when I was a choir director in De-
troit, and she had many possessions. She had been a nurse, well paid, and never married. Every time 
she went on a vacation she brought back some kind of expensive souvenir. One day we got a phone 
call that she had died and so I went to her house, and there she sat in the living room in her bathrobe, 
dead in a chair, and suddenly all these things that had been so important to her became the junk that 
her family had to get rid of. How much of the stuff we collect in our lives goes into the coffin with 
us? How much can we take into the kingdom of Heaven? 

He offered these words in recollecting the life of the newly canonized Saint Sebastian. He spoke of 
how Saint Sebastian in imitation of Christ, simply focused on his divine calling and how his “posses-
sions” simply got in the way of bringing the Gospel across the United States. “When Saint Sebastian 
departed for the Kingdom of Heaven, he took the kingdom of Heaven with Him instead of several 
suitcases.” What an amazing lesson for us all? 

When Saint Sebastian departed for the next life, his bags were full of spiritual wealth that he gained 
in his life. He emptied himself and gave his life for the Orthodox Christian Faith. This is true stew-
ardship!!!

Let us use the lives of the Saints as role-models for each of us as we work on our own salvation. O 
Holy Saints Mardarije and Sebastian, interecede to Christ, to have mercy on our souls. 

With love in Christ, 

Father Mark

Many parishioners have requested to make donations toward candles, Communion 
wine and flowers at various times during the year. If you would like to offer something 
in honor of a loved one (or even as general thanksgiving), please contact the Church 

Office. We will be accepting offerings of $25 for the following items per Liturgy:

Weekly Donation opportunities - A Great way to give thanks on sundays!

Altar Candles        Vigil Light        Communion Wine        Memorial Candles
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Kathi  Sharp (KS) :  Matt, you have 
been an usher and a member of our Stew-
ardship Committee for some time now, 
but for those who may not know you, tell 
us about you and your family.

Matt Weaver (MW ):  I have been a 
Boca Raton resident for over 25 years. I 
am accompanied by my beautiful wife 
and best friend Nadia. We have two amaz-
ing children named Alexander, age 5 and 
Stella age 2. I am completely fulfilled by 
spending time with my family every mo-
ment outside of my career. Simply put, 
my family is my life, and I thank God for 
them every day. 
     
(KS) :  How long have you been a member 
of the Orthodox Church?

(MW ):  At birth. I was fortunate enough 
to be raised by wonderful parents. My 
mother was born and raised in Greece 
on the island of Kos and Rhodes. I was 
raised with many of the Greek traditions, 
I was an altar boy, attended both Sunday 
school and Greek school at the Annuncia-
tion Greek Orthodox Church in Lancaster 
Pennsylvania. We were extremely blessed 
at that time by having Father Alexander 
Veronis as our priest, he was not only a 
mentor to me but someone who really 
made an impact in my life from an early 
age until now. 

(KS) :  What does Saint Mark and Ortho-
doxy mean to you and your family?

(MW ):  I feel that Saint Mark and the 
Orthodox Church are the foundation of 
my life. My faith has always centered me 
which has allowed me to make many right 
decisions in my life. Having a young fam-
ily, my mission is to incorporate my family 
within the church which will provide the 

blanket of security, meaning and overall 
understanding as to our time on earth. 
I look forward to my children attending 
Sunday school and becoming involved in 
other activities within the church. I am 
particularly grateful in knowing that my 
children will experience the same benefits 
I received by being raised in the Orthodox 
Church with having amazing leadership. 
Saint Mark is truly blessed to have Father 
Mark as our head priest and leader, his 
vision and passion is contagious which I 
feel will have an impact on not only the 
children's lives within the church but all 
parishioners.

(KS) :  God has en-
dowed us with per-
sonal talents and gifts. 
What is your greatest 
talent and how will 
you use it for the glory 
of God at our Saint 
Mark Parish?

(MW ):  I feel that I 
could add value to 
Saint Mark in a small 
way by perhaps in-
creasing awareness. I 
am committed to de-
voting more and more 
time over the long 

term and working closely 
with Father Mark, Father 
Steven and many of the 
great Stewards within our 
Church. I am confident 
with their experience and 
guidance my talents will 
be channeled accordingly. 

(KS) :  Can you suggest a 
ministry that you would 
like added at Saint Mark 

for your growth in Christ?

(MW ):   There are so many wonderful 
ministries that Saint Mark has and con-
tinues to add. I would like to utilize the 
talent we have within our church to mas-
termind and create a ministry that can 
help change the lives of other human be-
ings. I can’t quite illustrate what this will 
be today but confident over time, and 
working closely with leadership and other 
stewards, we can develop a ministry that 
will be significant. I look forward to being 
part of this development. 

n o t  t o o  l at e  t o  p l e d g e

75% of the Saint Mark budget comes from Stew-
ardship. Without you filling out your stewardship 
pledge card each and every year, we cannot 
exist. Everything we possess are gifts from God 
and they ultimately belong to Him. They are 
given to us — by Him. If you haven’t filled out 
your 2015 Stewardship Pledge Card — please, 
do so today (they are located in the pews). “God 
loves a cheerful giver.” 

- (2 Corinthians 9:7)

This week Stewardship Committee member Kathi Sharp had the chance to sit down with Matt Weaver in the first of a series of 
interviews spotlighting some of our Saint Mark stewards. This will be an ongoing forum in which we will be able to learn from 
our brothers and sisters what being an Orthodox steward means to them.

Kathi  Sharp Interviewing Matt Weaver

an interview with our Stewards
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The women of Philoptochos are gearing 
up for a very productive year.  We will begin 
the season with our opening dinner meeting 
at Jimmy the Greek on Monday, October 12, 
at 6:00 p.m.  The cost is only $20.00.  Don’t 
miss this exciting start to our sea-
son. New members are always 
welcome. Reservations are avail-
able in the Hall after Liturgy.  

On Sunday, November 1, we 
will celebrate Philoptochos Sun-
day by commemorating our pa-
tron saints, Cosmas and Damian, 
the Unmercenaries. As a thank 
you to the community of Saint 
Mark, we will provide a compli-
mentary light lunch at Coffee 
Hour. Join us for Liturgy and 
lunch on this special day.  

Just one week later, we will 
host the Men’s Culinary Delights 
on Saturday, November 7. This 
event is always a big hit as our men vie for top 
chef honors and the “Golden Koutala” award.  
Sign up your favorite chef and come join the 
tasting extravaganza. 

Of course we will continue our support of 

the Caring Kitchen in Delray Beach through-
out the year.  Every third Thursday we prepare 
and serve meals to the needy. Join us in this 
rewarding work. We will also continue to assist 
the Caring Kitchen with repairs and painting 
as a part of our Chapter Challenge. In June we 
will present our efforts at the National Philop-
tochos Convention. 

We are very excited to announce a new en-
deavor for our chapter.  On Saturday, February 
27, we will have a Fashion Show and Luncheon 
at the Delray Marriott. Be sure to be a part of 
what promises to be a delightful day. There will 

be fashions for men, women and children, as 
well as an opportunity to honor our 50 year 
members, our yiayias, mothers, godmothers 
and aunts. Other surprises are in store for our 
guests. As always, the proceeds of this and all 
our events will go to support the many chari-
ties and ministries of the Saint Mark Philopto-
chos and our beloved Saint Mark Church.  See 
the enclosed flyer for more details.

M I N I S T R Y  K I C K O F F

Philoptochos -  pam parent

M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r s !

• 10/12/15 - Dinner Meeting 
@ Jimmy the Greek’s

• 11/1/15 - Philoptochos 
Sunday @ Saint Mark

• 11/7/15 - Men’s Culinary 
Delights, @ 6 pm

• 11/9/15 - General Meeting 
@ Saint Mark, 7 pm

• 12/14/15 - General Meet-
ing @ Saint Mark, 7 pm

GOYA kicked off quickly this new ecclesiastical year with several 
events creating a path to a successful GOYA ministry year incorporating 
the four principles: Worship (Liturgia), Fellowship (Koinonia), Service 
(Diakonia), and Witness (Martyria).

Our first event leading up to our 2015 kick-off consisted of more 
than 50 GOYANs and family members attending a pre-season Miami 
Dolphins football game. The kids had so much fun reuniting after their 
summer break! Parents too!

On Friday, Sept. 18, we had our GOYA kick-off event at Father Mark 
and Presbytera Anastasia Leondis’ home inviting all GOYANs 6th-12th 
grade and their parents. It was incredible to see so many come out and par-
ticipate! We had an outstanding 80+ in attendance where everyone had an 
opportunity to get to know one another, meet new GOYANs that either 
moved up from JOY, new to our Church, or have decided to make GOYA 
part of their lives. 

We have a very active year planned for our GOYANs that will lead 
our young people into experiencing the Holy Orthodox Faith. By devel-

oping a personal relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ and 
becoming active sacramental members of the living Church, our young 
people will be equipped with tools necessary to assist them in their journey 
toward salvation.

Father Mark Leondis, Father Steven Klund, and all of the GOYA 
Advisors are very excited to be part of enriching our Orthodox children’s 
lives in 2015 and beyond. 

Make sure to follow us on all of Saint Mark’s social media!  You can 
find us on Instagram saintmarkboca, Twitter @saintmarkboca, and on 
YouTube - Saint Mark Greek Orthodox Church.

GOYA -  Dominique Cultrera
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The Seniors of Saint Mark did not slow down for the summer 
months.  In fact, we spent that time gearing up for all the members by 
planning great events for the new year. We’re even coordinating activi-
ties with seniors from other parishes.

Some internal group changes have occurred.  Last month, we made 
the decision to create Board Members, in lieu of “Callers.” All newly 
created Board Member positions are listed below:

President:  Diane Paterakis
Treasurer:  Bess Hatsis
Membership:  Olga Malides
Event Coordinator: Barbara Yurchuk
Parties:  Kalle Andromedas
   Rena Mamolou
Sunshine:  Mary Ducas
Advisors:  Ann Sinopoulos
   Cali Papantoniou

The Seniors of Saint Mark are all about enjoying each other’s com-
pany by planning events that everyone is sure to love. We have about 20 
church members participating in “Game Day” weekly. Just last month, 
we enjoyed seeing the play “Royal Family” at FAU and dined on Italian 
fare at Mama Mia’s. We have a full calendar of events and look forward 
to more Saint Mark members joining our group. Here’s what we have 
planned for the remainder of 2015

Oct. 18th – 2 pm:  Delray Playhouse “Come Blow Your Horn”
November:  Delray Golf Club Luncheon (date and time to come)
Dec. 10 - 12 pm: Christmas Lunch, Sands Hotel @ Highland Beach

Be sure to join us, as our membership dues are only $10/year. So 
much fun for so little! But most importantly, you get the opportunity 
to meet wonderful people. 

Whoever says “we’re old & gray” hasn’t seen us in action! With 
the encouragement and support of Fathers Mark and Steven, we’re on 
a roll.  

As we continue our event planning, please be sure to look for up-
dates in “The Message.” If you have any questions on Membership, 
please contact Olga Malides. Any other questions, please contact our 
President, Diane Paterakis.

Seniors of  Saint Mark -  Diane Paterakis

In July, 2015, Virginia Barnes, our choir director, and I attended 
the Choir Federation Conference held at Saint Stefanos Greek Or-
thodox Church in St. Petersburg, Florida. We joined 170 other choir 
members from all over the Southeastern diocese to sing the Liturgy of 
Peace, composed and conducted by Christopher Kypros. Accompany-
ing the choir was organist, Elias Nicholas. Celeste Alexander led the 
children from all over our metropolis as they sang like angels along 
with the adults. The guest hierarch was His Grace Bishop Dimitrios 
of Xanthos.

The St. Petersburg Church did an excellent job hosting the confer-
ence.  Friday night festivities included a dinner at the Dali Museum. 
The participants enjoyed beautiful artwork while being entertained by 
members of the Saint Stefanos choir. Individual talents of the Saint Ste-
fanos choir included two opera singers, a Greek folk singer and violin-
ist. The Saturday night banquet gave choir members a glimpse into the 
St. Petersburg past as a big band played jazz music and attendees dressed 
in costumes from the 50’s era. The conference culminated on Sunday 
morning as all 170 voices sang the Liturgy.

In all, the conference was a wonderful experience of Orthodox 
Christians united by music with fellowship and love. 

Saint Mark Choir -  Kathy Chapekis

bible study &  Synaxis

This month Saint Mark has 
started its Bible Study, and Ortho-
dox Discussion group “SYNAXIS.” 
We will be covering Saint Paul’s 
Second Letter to the Corinthians in 
Bible Study every Tuesday at 7:00 
pm (after vespers at 6:30 pm), and 
we will be discussing the “Holy An-
gels” by Mother Alexandra every 
Thursday at 11:00 am (after Parak-
lesis at 10:00 am). Anyone and ev-
eryone is welcome. We look forward 
to seeing you there!

On Tuesday, September 15, the 2015-16 Greek school academic 
school year brought together the students with an Agiasmo Service (the 
Blessing of Holy Water) with Fr. Steven. 

We offer classes for all ages (even adults), which allow plenty of op-
portunities to practice the useful vocabulary. We emphasize verbal com-
munication that is very important to build the confidence in speaking 
Greek and learn the language.

The goals of our school is: First, to make learning the Greek language 
and culture fun and to present all aspects of the modern Greek language 
to its students including vocabulary-building, reading, writing and gram-
mar with emphasis on conversation. Second, each student must reach his 
or her highest potential. Third, to foster understanding and appreciation 
history and cultural heritage and to be active members of the Church.

 We are very proud of our school.  We are thankful to have great 
students supportive parents and highly qualified teachers. In addition to 

our rigorous academic program, our students have opportunities to use the 
language: by participating in skits, plays, songs, and monologues during 
various celebrations, such as Greek School special programs for OXI DAY, 
Thanksgiving Supper, Greek Letters Day, and Independence Day. 

It is never too late to sign up for Greek School. You may call the 
church office at (561) 994-4822 for more information, and register at any-
time by stopping by Saint Mark mon-fri 9-4pm.

Saint Mark Greek School -  Anna Kaisar



6   •  of Saint Mark

By joining the AHEPA Boca Raton Chap-
ter 487 you become part of an organization that 
promotes Hellenism, Education, Philanthropy, 
Civic Responsibility, and Family and Individual 
Excellence. The American Hellenic Educational 
Progressive Association (AHEPA) is one of the 
largest Hellenic heritage groups in the world and 

is a major community service organization in North America.
Please consider joining this esteemed group, along with our other 

73 brothers, as we move forward into a new era of AHEPA in Boca 
Raton. Our Newest members include:

Costa Athan                      Lucas Metropulos
Jim Dovas                      Demetrios Paulou
Steve Giakouminakis        John Pelekanos
Peter Karantonis        Joseph Pores
Rick Kontos                      Bill Skoundridakis
Andrew Limperos        Ted Vagelos
Emmanuel Manos         John Voytilla

We give back to the community by providing thousands of dollars 
in college scholarships to many of the Saint Mark youth and other chil-
dren and grandchildren of AHEPANs. We also give awards to deserving 
students of the Greek School and we partner up with both the church 
and other organizations to fundraise and provide community service. 
We support Saint Mark at its annual fall picnic, Christmas event, and 
Greek Festival and plan to embark on another philanthropic project 
this year with the Saint Mark Service Ministry.    

We hold an annual dinner dance to celebrate Valentine’s Day in 
February which brings in over 200 guests and helps us to raise as much 
as $5,000 towards education & philanthropy. Along with the dinner 
dance, we recently raised an additional $1,500 towards the rebuilding 
of the Saint Nicholas Church and Shrine located at “Ground Zero” in 
New York City.

AHEPA chapter meetings are generally held in the church fellow-
ship hall, along with the Daughters of Penelope (DOP), and start at 
6:30 pm. Dues are only $80 per year, and for those young prospective 
AHEPANs under the age of 25, we offer a discounted price of $50. 
We sincerely hope that all will consider joining our AHEPA chapter 
and should you have any questions please feel free to e-mail me at tim-
sharp1958@gmail.com or call at 561-213-1016.

AHEPA -  T im Sharp

The Church School Ministry at Saint Mark, welcomes you and 
your family to 2015-2016 Sunday Church School! All children between 
the ages of Pre-k 4, through High School are encouraged and welcomed 
to participate in the Church School Ministry. 

The calendar began with the Fall Ministry Picnic on  Sunday,  Sep-
tember  13th. Church school classes begin after the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion is administered by the clergy, and class is dismissed at 
noon.

Classrooms are located in the Sanctuary loft, as well as within 
the Fellowship Hall.  We encourage parental volunteer participation.  
Please  speak with your child’s teacher, a member of the clergy,   Helen 
Lang,  Julie Vagelos, or Mary Mukasa, if you are interested in participat-
ing in the Church School Ministry.

Please find the schedule of classes for the school year:

September: 13th, 20th, 27th
October: 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th 
November: 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd 
December: 6th, 13th, 
January: 10th, 17th, 24th  
February: 7th,  14th, 21st, 28th
March: 6th, 13th, 27th 
April : 3rd, 10th, 17th
May: 8th (last class), 15th (Graduation in the Sanctuary)
 
We thank you for registering your children, and bringing them to 

church school each Sunday!  See you  in class! 

Sunday Church School -  Helen Lang &  Julie  Vagelos

This summer, members of our Cassandra chapter here in Boca Raton 
went to San Francisco, California, for the Supreme Convention where we 
met with old and made new friends from all over the world.

Again we gave scholarships to twenty four recipients. The organi-
zation offered housing for thousands of elderly citizens, providing hu-
manitarian monetary support for food, medical supplies for Greece and 
Cyprus, feeding the homeless and specially the funds that were offered to 
Archbishop Demetrios for the rebuilding of St. Nicholas Shrine in ground 
zero in New York. We were honored to have His Eminence Archbishop 
Demetrios of America, Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco and 
Bishop Apoostolos join us in the Festivities.

It was overwhelming to hear reports from the leaders of our DOP 
and all their travels to Greece, Cyprus and the Patriachate to enhance the 
importance of the organization for the philanthropic projects and our 
Orthodoxy. They met with the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew at the 
Fanar where His All Holiness briefed them of some issues and concerns. 
At that time they presented His All Holiness with a donation of $10,000. 
We wholeheartedly congratulate our very own Connie Pillalis, for her 
leadership and hard work as she was elected the Grand National Presi-
dent. AXIA! AXIA! 

On Saturday October 17 at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship hall we will 
have a Country Western Dance with costumes for young and old.  We 
will be selling tickets every Sunday after the Liturgy. Call Marina Nico-
laides (561)318-7699, or Joann Chamar (561) 338-6495 for reservations.

DOP -  Marina Nicolaides

...Continued from Cover Page    An exploratory committee has 
been formed under the “Growth and Planning Committee,” to investi-
gate the possibility of our next phase. Whether it is a renovation or new 
building/kitchen, we need to study and research the different possibilities 
that can be offered to our Saint Mark parishioners. 

The Committee had a very busy summer interviewing architects and 
choosing a firm. Our next step is to present the contract and receive ap-
proval from the parish council to proceed to make a recommendation 
to the Parish Assembly. Please pray for the future of Saint Mark that we 
may continue to be a beacon of light to Orthodox Christians throughout 
South Florida.

Growth & Planning -  Pat Sourlis
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“For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just reward, how shall we 
escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 
God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? For 
He has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection 
to angels. But one testified in a certain place, saying: ‘What is man 
that You are mindful of him, Or the son of man that You take care of 
him? You have made him a little lower 
than the angels; You have crowned him 
with glory and honor, And set him over 
the works of Your hands. You have put all 
things in subjection under his feet.’ For in 
that He put all in subjection under him, 
He left nothing that is not put under him. 
But now we do not yet see all things put 
under him. But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels, for 
the suffering of death crowned with glory 
and honor, that He, by the grace of God, 
might taste death for everyone. For it was 
fitting for Him, for whom are all things 
and by whom are all things, in bringing 
many sons to glory, to make the captain 
of their salvation perfect through suffer-
ings.” - Hebrews 2:2-10

Every year on November 8, the 
Orthodox Church celebrates 
the Synaxis of the Holy Archangels Michael, Gabriel, and 
Raphael as well as all of the bodiless powers of Heaven. 

The epistle reading for that day, Hebrews 2:2-10, teaches that the 
relationship between God and His people under the Old Covenant 
was administered by the angels. The classic example of this angel-
ic ministry is portrayed both in the Rublev icon (pictured above) 
and in Scripture: three Visitors appeared to Abraham by the oak 
of Mamre “as he sat by the door of his tent at noon” (Gen. 18:1). 
Typologically these three angels represent the three Persons of the 
Godhead.

God also appeared with His angels in other theophanies such 
as the giving of the Mosaic Law: “The Lord is come from Sinai, and 
has appeared from Seir to us...with the ten thousands of Holy Ones; 
on His right hand were His angels with Him” (Dt. 33:2). Many 
of the Judges and Prophets received revelations from God through 
angels as did Gideon (Judges 6).

The Prophet Gad foretold a pestilence that would befall the na-

tion because of King David’s sins, but by the prayers of the Prophet 
and the King, the hand of the angel who brought the pestilence 
was halted after one day (2 Sam. 24:13-17). The Prophet Isaiah saw 
God’s deliverence of Jerusalem carried out by an angel against an 
apparently invincible army of the Assyrians (Is. 37:33-38). Through 
the Christian centuries, the Church has recorded appearances by 
angels with special messages and miracles for individuals and com-
munities of the Faithful.

To hearld the Incarnation of the Lord, the Archangel Gabriel 
appeared, much as angels had under the 
Old Covenant. However, Gabriel was the 
only messenger of the coming King (Lk. 
1:11-20,26-38; Mt. 1:20-24), for, in the 
present age of the Church, God has given 
dominion to His Only-Begotten, Who for 
a time was made “a little lower than an-
gels” (Heb. 2:7). Of course, until the Lord 
returns, “we do not yet see all things put 
under Him” (Heb. 2:8).

Anciently, the angels were revealed to 
Isaiah as the leaders of the heavenly wor-
ship (Is. 6:1-4). With the coming of the 
New Covenant, our appreciation of angelic 
leadership in worship has enlarged (Rev. 
4:6; 5:11), for now the Church understands 
that the angels are close to us during our 
earthly worship, and especially during the 
Divine Liturgy during which we “mysti-
cally represent the Cherubim” as we “sing 
to the life-giving Trinity” with all the heav-

enly powers. The icons on the “Deacon Doors” constantly remind 
us that the angels are aiding us in worship.

Finally, let us note that angels serve the faithful as holy guard-
ians, protecting our souls and bodies. Above all, they pray to God 
for us, that He would grant us the grace of repentance and forgive 
all our offenses each day, ever encompassing “us with the shadow 
of [their] immaterial glory, preserving us who kneel and cry cease-
lessly” to our angelic guardians: “Deliver us from oppressions, since 
you are the princes of the ranks of dominions on high.”

LEARN MORE ABOUT 

Angels @ SYNAXIS  

THURSDAYS at 11 am

Sy n a x i s  o f  T H E  H o ly  A r c h a n g e l s
Very Rev.  Paul O'Callaghan
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Anonymous
Dean Douglas

Louis and Helen Nicozisis
Gerard and Joanne Scheller
George and Donna Zoley

Tom and Peggy Bartzokis
Nick and Monica Csakany

Emmanuel Manos
Dennis and Penelope Moloney

Riad Boulos
Marlene Buettner

John and Sylvia Cardone
Paul and Sophia Christakis

Bill Cocose and Diane Stevens
Harry and Tula Diamandis

Nickolaos and Evangelia Laskaris
Rev. Fr. Mark and Anastasia Leondis

Emanuel and Helen Logothetis
George and Debbie Miller
Girard and Angela Mitchell

Frederick and Maria Pokrajac
Lee Polydefkis

Louis and Ann Sinopulos
John and Enid Voytilla

George and Marjorie Yeonas
Charles and Christine Zacharias

Elias and Irene Alexandrou
Steve and Denise Alman

Dean and Kathy Andreadis
Constantine and Patricia Anthony

Joanne Antoniou
Andrew and Sophia Arbes
Gus and Julia Armenakis
Costa and Lynn Athan

Dean Bacalos
Jim and Helen Ballerano

Theodore and Nena Barabutes
Timothy and Virginia Barnes

George and Gia Bavelis
Thomas and Ramona Bean

Jamey Bennett
Philippe and Julie Boulos
Rich and Nicole Brochu

Gerald and Georgia Carignan
Ted and Bertha Chapekis

Steve and Elaine Christopher
Elaine Constantine

Tom and Georgia Copulos
Dimitri and Yessyka Cosmios

Emanuel and Elaine Cotronakis
John and Maria Cucuras

Tobin and Dominique Cultrera
Chris and Maria Danias

George and Maria Demopoulos
Pratik and Melissa Desai
Peter and Diana Dion

John Douglas
James and Claudia Dovas

Bess Economos
Richard and Athena Economou
George and Harriet Eliopoulos

Ronda Ellis
Judy Ely

Thelma Fail
Tom and Debbie Fread

Ed and Mary (Cocores) Gagliardi
George and Elly Georges

George and Venessa Gigicos
Dimitri and Donna Ginopoulos

Nick and Katina Glaros
Michael and Yvonne Grammen
Steve and Helen Hadgigeorge
Byron and Tiffany Haseotes

John and Barbara Horey
David and Selena Huck

Connie Janis
Jeanne Janis

Matthew and Vivian Jenetopulos
Sina and Bessie Joorabchi

Basil Kaloyanides
Angelo and Olympia Kanarios
John and Yianna Kaplanidis
Fr. Steven and Nicole Klund

Kim and Elaine Koehler
Kenneth and Denise Kohlman

Chris and Stella Kokinakos
Brasidas and Lisa Kokoros
George and Keri Kolettis

Eric and Erin Kontos
Demos and Liz Koulettas

Chrysanthe Koumas
John and Yvette Koutsoupis

Helen Lang
Leo Lemonis

Rev. Fr. Alexander and Mary Leondis
Andrew and Mary Limperos
Alan and Petitesa Macaulay

Constantine and Leanne Manos

Mary Manos
Barbara Marino

Constantinos and Antonia Markakis
Paul and Maria Matthews

George Mavrookas
George Mellides

Harry and Constantina Mirabile
Angela Mitchell

John and Joan Mitsinikos
Constantine and Zsuzsanna Nicholas

Anne Nichols
Anastasios and Agatha Orfanos
Michael and Fran Papamichael

Peter and Catherine Pappas
Diane Paterakis

Steve and Athena Pelekanos
Argy and Christa Petros

Iosif and Valentina Petrou
Arthur and Katherine Poly

Mark and Dana Rados
Ted and Vickie Raptis

Chris and Carole Rodis
Tim and Katherine Sharp

Bill and Katherine Skoundridakis
Tom and Maria Spiliopoulos

Tom and Angela Spyredes
Amelia Stevens

David and Maria Tadros
Charles and Kathy Theofilos

Ted and Julie Vagelos
Matt and Neda Vanden Bosch

James and Betty Veras
Matthew and Nadia Weaver

Marcia Williams
Barbara Yurchuk
Elaine Zographus

Evdokia Agelopoulos
Theodoros and Kathryn Agelopoulos

Yanni Agelopoulos
Jeff and Vivi Ahrenstein

Spyros and Agnes Alamanis
Anthony and Charlene Alvanos

Frances Amanatides
Helen Amditis

John and Sini Andreadakis
Betty Andreadis

Kalle Andromidas
John and Georgia Angelos
John and Dede Antonaras

Neophetos and Stacy Apostolopoulos
Dora Argyropoulos

William and Hilary Ashmen

Sonia Athan
Frank and Vickie Athanason

George and Georgia Athanasopoulos
Artie and Kika Averkiou

Faye Averkiou
Peter and Eileen Averkiou
George and Olga Bacalos

Gerald and Christine Baldino
Arthur and Loula Barakos
George and Efrosini Barris

Constantinos Bekiaris
Barbara Bell

Helen Bisignano
Nicholas and Faye Blase

Theodore and Marysia Boinis
Mary Calin

Ron and Lil Campayno
 Afrodite Caros
Andrew Cassas

Heonia Cassimatis
Alexander Catechis

Robert & Lia Cekada
Basil and Barbara Chaltas

John and Eleni Chalvadakis
Joanne Chamar

Tasia Chambertides
George and Kathy Chapekis
Walter and JoAnn Chapman

Valli Chappas
Dimos Charoudis

Marcus and Crina Ching
Solon and Marsha Chris

George Christakis
Dn. John and Stephanie Christakis

Mark and Anastasia Christakis
Nick and Vicki Christakis

Stephan Christakis
Louis and Voula Christopoulos

Milton and Susan Christopoulos
Robert and Raisa Chugunov

Gus and Thelma Constantinou
Sotirios and Carmen Contos

Aristides Copulos
Nicholine Core
Ernest Coshonis
Penelope Coyle

Aphrodite Dailey
Bertha Dangles

Gus and Eva Daskalakis
John Daskalakis

Taso and Dora Daskalopoulos
Kyriakos and Alexandra Davides

Anthony and Cara DeMeo
Joseph and Patricia DeNaro
Tom and Marilyn Denney

Catherine Deros
Charles and Diane Diamantis

Dragos Dicianu and Corina Ceaus
Tami Dimitrakis

Greg and Kristina Dittamore
Reed and Kathi Dixon

Ann Douglas
George and Rosie Douglas

Theodore and Agelika Doukides
Pauline Dovas

Theodore and Barbara Drakos
Mary Ducas

Jim and Edwina Duros
Paul and Melody Duros
Pete and Angie Duros

Jacquelyn Eckstein
Violet Economou

$0          $100K      $200K     $300K     $400K      $500K

  2015 Stewardship Paid
Amount 

Left

  2014 Stewardship Paid
Amount 

Left

$416,000

$333,204

$117,000

134 
Pacesetters

538
Total Stewards

2015 Saint Mark Stewardship Report

Benefactors ($10,000+)

Stewards

$108,855

Tourchberarers ($5,200-$9,999)

Good Shepherds ($3,200-$5,199)

PaceSetters ($1,500-$3,199)

$533,000
Total Amount Pledged



  •   9of Saint Mark

Sotirios and Georgia Econopouly
William and Linda Esposito

Anna Fanning
Gregory Ferenc

Elizabeth Ferguson
Marianne Ferguson
Tasia Foundoukis

John and Mary Ann Frazer
Valasia Gandolfo

Eugene and Maria Garda
Helen Gatsonis

Stavros and Alexia Georgakopoulos
Constantino Georgiou

George and Stephanie Gerakopoulos
Mike and Rosanna Giakoumatos
Steve and Irina Giakouminakis

Sean and Sandra Gibson
Betty Gidas

George and Maria Gines
Alex Glamoclija

Michael and Lisa Glamoclija
Mimi Glass

Alan and Barbara Glazer
Irene Gonedes

Michael and Xaroula Gonedes
Steven Gonedes

George and Dimitra Gounakis
Carrie Gouzoulis

Natalya Graffs
Jeffrey and Jasna Greco

Joel Gross
Dimitri and Flora Gugudi
Tanoula Hadtiparaskevas

Despina Hall
Chris and Sophia Hamrick

John and Despina Hantzaridis
Julie Harding

William and Joann Haros
Helen Harris

Joyce Haseotes
Anastasia Hatsis
Peter Hoffman
Elena Horning
Iliana Ibrahim

Ivan and Dina Jancarich
Efstratia Janis

William and Suzette Johnson
Gus and Melody Jones

Maria Jula
Mario and Vivian Kafetzis
Evangelos and Anna Kaisar

Stephen Kalivas
George and Mary Kalomiris
James and Sally Kaloyanides

Katherine Kaltenbach
Niki Kanaroglou

Phil and Theodora Karahalios
Maria Karaloukas
Ann Karambelas
Peter Karantonis
Christina Karas
Nicholas Karas

Spiro and Sofia Karas
Nicholas and Dorothy Karras

Peter and Lula Karras
Steven and Catherine Katsikis
Nicolas and Angie Katsiyianis

Christ Kazalas
Francis and Angelica Keenan

Assimo Kitsos
Joseph and Ruba Khouri

Mary Klarides
Theodora Klarides

Eracles and Mary Klotsas
Ted and Tina Kobeli

Alex and Penelope Kokkinelis
Lambros Kokkinelis

Ioannis Kokkonos
Helen Konopiots

George and Helen Kontzias
Alexandra Kopatsis

Thomas and Phyllis Kopatsis
George and Christine Korakis

Tassia Kostopoulos
Tassos and Sofia Kostopoulos

Mary Koukos
Angelo and Anna Koukoulis

Michael and Vicky Kourgiantakis
Pat Koutrakos

Evelyn Koutsouras
Richard and Irene Kovacs

John Kusturiss
Marie Kyriacou

Evelyn Lagoumis
Evelyn Lamia

Diamantis and Androulla Langis
Ronald and Connie LaSota
David and Antigoni Lauta

Mary Lazar
Peter and Vivian Lazaridis 

Eve Lefes
Ted and Nora Lekas

C.J. and Irene Lekatsos
George and Theodora Leondis

Kyros and Varcia Leondis
Joshua and Christina Lesousky

Athena Letsou
Vasilios and Eleni Leventakos

Theodora Leventouri
Catherine Levonas

Stella Linardopoulos
Alexis Lindholm

Craig and Joanne Lindholm
Brad and Anna Maria Lipsig

Vasilios Livaditis
Vince and Helen Lombardo

Peter and Aliki Los
Michael and Joanna Loukas
Michael and Aristea Lucido

Cynthia Makris
Hope Makris
Olga Malides

Costa and Mercina Maltezos
George Mamangakis

Irene Mamolou
Vasila Manolakis

Arthur and Canellia Manos
George Manos

Nicholas Manos
Aristotle and Thula Maragoudakis

George Maragoudakis
Nick and Felicia Marangakis

Rev. Dr. Frank & Haidee Marangos
Emmanuel and Nancy Markakis

Sara Massialas
George and Lucy Matters

Angeliki Mavrikou
Eugenia Melisiotis

Claire Melissas
Zachary and Patricia Menegakis

Marina Milios
Maria Mitsinicos

Paul and Elizabeth Modesto
George Mollas and Bessie Petroutsas

Emanuel and Athena Moraitis
Nick and Dawn Morf

James and Stacey Morris
John Morris

Myron and Nicole Mortakis
Dina Mosiello

Rev. James and Pres. Bea Moulketis
Georgia Muccio

Stephen and Donice Muccio
Constantine and Mary Mukasa

Alexa Nanos
Balmore and Zaharoula Nativi

Cleo Neary
Stephen and Jessica Neary

Anthony and Marina Nicolaides
Nick and Dorothea Nicolas

George Nikolopoulos
Constantine and Fran Nonas

Laura Oradan
Calin and Mihaela Padurean

Ioannis Palauis and Popi Vogiatzi
Dimitrios and Georgia Panagopoulos

Paul and Erin Panagos
Alexander Panagoulias

Demetrios and Anna Panayotopoulos
Izabella Pando

Gus and Esther Pangis
Ernest Papadoyianis
Fotis Papamichael

Calliope Papantoniou
Michael and Kathryn Papantoniou

Nicholas and Dara Papayani
Gloria Pappajohn
Despina Pappas

Peter and Agatha Pappas
Kathryn Pappelis

Charles and Katherine Papuchis
Angelo Parandes

Pam Parent
Stanley and Sophia Parzyek

Michael and Antonia Pasvantis
Gari Paticopoulos

Irene Patrinos
William and Despo Paul

Florence Pavel
Demetrios and Suzanne Pavlou

John and Nicole Pelekanos
Gary and Angelica Pelletier

Urania Perakos
John and Theodora Periharos

Bess Peterson
Douglas John Peterson

Val Petroff
Connie Pilallis

George and Phyllis Pistolis
Patricia Pitta
Viki Polentas

Peter and Helen Politis
Susan Pontikes

Joe and Stella Pores
Athan and Donna Prakas

Anna Prikes
Spiro Privolos

Ioannis and Evangelia Profylienos
Peter and Effie Protos

Kyriakos and Joanna Pylarinos
Catherine Mary Rafferty

Anastasia Raftis
Ernesto and Diane Ramirez

Leftheri and Alicia Rasis
Jason and Kendall Remer

George and Arhontia Repantis
Betty Rickerby

James and Dawn Riger
Stella Ritsos

George and Rokanas
Steven and Gayle Romain

Tina Rossi
Jaimee Sabato

Pete and Jenny Saiger
John and Felis Sakellaris

Anthony and Maria Saketos
Matthew and Tara Shipley

Marika Siavelis
Alexandra Siciaridis

Delia Sickles
Christos and Anastasia Sirimson

John and Chrissa Skeadas
Charles and Anastasia Smith

Mary Smyrniotis
Saul and Judy Solomon

Emmanuel and Katherine Somers
James and Thelma Sorrentino

Pat Sourlis
Thalia Sourlis

Costa Sperantsas
Nick and Voula Spyreas

Martha Spyridon
Lisa Stabile

John and Yvonne Stamatellos
Trudy Stamos

Milton and Anna Stathes
Anna Stathis

Georgios and Thalia Stathopoulos
George Stefanopoulos and Roselee 

Castleberry
Mark Sterghos

James and Frosine Stolis
Efstratios Stratelos

Paul and Gloria Stuart
Nicos and Andria Stylianou

Peter Synoyannis
Nikos Technopoulos & Angeliki 

Mavrikou
Anna Terezi

James and Kasey Terpos
Angeline Tetteris

Anastassia Theodore
Chris and Margaret Theodore

John and Sophia Theodore
Themi and Eugenia Theodosopoulos

John and Maritza Theodossakos
Mary Thomaris
Sue Townsend

Costas and Joanne Trataros
Nicholas and Evangelia Trataros

Ted and Norma Truman
Betina Tryforos
Helen Tryforos

Costa and Dorothy Tseklenis
Phillip Tsiklis

Christos and Anastasia Tsoumbas
Antonios and Eleni Tzelepopoulos

Panagiotis Tzelepopoulos
John Vagelos
Kali Valencia

Sophia Valladares
Athanasios and Maria Vasilakis
Pantelis and Ethel Vasilopoulos

Stella Vitellas
Theopoula Vogiatzi

Georgius and Aikaterini Vogiatzis
Mihai and Ana Voicu

Alexandra Vosotas
Vera Voutsinas

Chris and Elaine Vrouletis
Lester and Maria Weaver

Robert and Mandy Weber
Danica Wuchenich

Pan and Pauline Yatrakis
Thomas and Alexandra Zafiris

Nicholas Zaharias
Simeon and Maro Zaparegos

Desanka Zebic
John and Louise Zervas

Sotirios and Lea Zervoulias
Spiros and Lauren Ziros

Peter Zivanovich
Ana Zivkovic

Elizabeth Zographus
Melissa Zoumberos

Dan and Liliana Zupcau

As of  09/21/15



The Saint Mark parish extends its deepest gratitude to Nick and 
Sophia Athan, of blessed memory. Upon their passing from this life, 
they bequeathed gifts to our Saint Mark parish. 

Nick and Sophia were both stellar members of the Saint Mark fam-
ily, who dedicated their lives to the Church. Nick was a founding mem-
ber of Annunciation Church in North Miami and very active from the 
beginning at Saint Mark. Among many other offerings, they donated 
our episcopal throne leading up to our Consecration. 

While they were on this earth, they were always generous with 
their stewardship — time, talent and treasure. They were wonderful 
examples of being good stewards, and their giving continued when they 
left this life. 

We continue to pray for Nick and Sophia that their memories will 
be forever eternal. 

The Ladies Philoptochos Society Of Saint Mark is the philanthrop-
ic arm of our parish. Did you know that each year, our Philoptochos 
donates over $25,000 to charities in the name of Saint Mark? Below 
is a list detailed.

National Commitments: 
75Th Anniversary Founders Fund

Academy of St. Basil
Autism Assistance Fund

Cancer Fund
  Diakonia Center

Ecumenical Patriarchate
Emergency Fund

General Medical Fund
  Hellenic College/Holy Cross

Saint Stephen’s Camp Scholarship
  Hellenic College/Holy Cross Scholarship Fund

IOCC
National Sisterhood of Presbyteres

OCMC
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF)

Orthodox Christian Network
Retired Clergy Association

  Sisterhood of Saint Basil Academy
Social Services

Saint Photios Shrine
Support A Mission Priest (OCMC)

UNICEF

Metropolis Commitments
Clergy Education

Metropolis Youth Camp
Philanthropy
Project Africa

Saint Stephen’s Camp

Saint Mark Commitments
Saint Mark Greek School Scholarships

Saint Mark College Scholarships
Saint Mark Adult Continuing Education 

Saint Mark Greek Festival
Saint Mark HDF Youth Dance 

Festival Sponsorship

Local Commitments:
Benevolent Fund

Boca Helping Hands
Caring Kitchen

Children’s Place at Home Safe
Family Promise

Orthodox Christian Network

International Commitments
Aid to Greece and Cyprus Campaign

Aid to the Philippines
Hellenic Families

Protection of the Theotokos Family Center (Romania)
Serbian Flood Disaster Relief

Serbian Medical Relief Package Drive

Legacy Giving -  Remembering Saint Mark in your will



Thank you for participating in Saint Mark’s 
fifth annual culinary competition. Please 
fill out the information provided and 
attach your sweet or savory dish recipe. 

Thank you for your participation. 

May the best dish win!

Name: ___________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________      Sweet Savory Appetizer

P h i l o p t o c h o s  o f  s a i n t  m a r k  -  2 1 0 0  N W  5 1 s t  S t  B o c a  R a t o n ,  F L  3 3 4 3 1

C o n t e s ta n t  R e g i s t r at i o n

n o v e m b e r  7 ,  2 0 1 5
The “Men’s Culinary Delights” cooking competition 
will take place in the Saint Mark Community Hall 
from 6-9 pm, November 7. There will be music and 
fun as well as 50/50 raffles. Admission is $20 for all 
tasters with $5 wine and beer, and $2 soft drinks. For 
more information contact Pam Parent (561 706-2457) 
or Suzette Johnson (561 573-1057)

s a i n t  m a r k  p h i l o p t o c h o s

Moonlight 
& Mistletoe
Ball and Silent Auction

December
Saturday

12
The Marriott @ Boca Center

6:30 Cocktails, 8 :00 pm Dinner & Dancing

$75 Tickets ($85 After Dec. 1)
T ickets on Sale Nov 1

Call Denise Alman (561) 251-6859 or Debbie Fread (561)929-0503
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